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Photograph CWA-1.  Example of concrete washout area.  Note gravel 
tracking pad for access and sign. 

Description 
Concrete waste management involves 
designating and properly managing a 
specific area of the construction site as a 
concrete washout area.  A concrete 
washout area can be created using one of 
several approaches designed to receive 
wash water from washing of tools and 
concrete mixer chutes, liquid concrete 
waste from dump trucks, mobile batch 
mixers, or pump trucks.  Three basic 
approaches are available:  excavation of a 
pit in the ground, use of an above ground 
storage area, or use of prefabricated haul-
away concrete washout containers.  
Surface discharges of concrete washout 
water from construction sites are prohibited.   

Appropriate Uses 
Concrete washout areas must be designated on all sites that will generate concrete wash water or liquid 
concrete waste from onsite concrete mixing or concrete delivery.  

Because pH is a pollutant of concern for washout activities, when unlined pits are used for concrete 
washout, the soil must have adequate buffering capacity to result in protection of state groundwater 
standards; otherwise, a liner/containment must be used. The following management practices are 
recommended to prevent an impact from unlined pits to groundwater:  

 The use of the washout site should be temporary (less than 1 year), and  

 The washout site should be not be located in an area where shallow groundwater may be present, such 
as near natural drainages, springs, or wetlands.  

Design and Installation 
Concrete washout activities must be conducted in a manner that does not contribute pollutants to surface 
waters or stormwater runoff.  Concrete washout areas may be lined or unlined excavated pits in the 
ground, commercially manufactured prefabricated washout containers, or aboveground holding areas 
constructed of berms, sandbags or straw bales with a plastic liner.   

Although unlined washout areas may be used, lined pits may be required to protect groundwater under 
certain conditions.  

Do not locate an unlined washout area within 400 feet 
of any natural drainage pathway or waterbody or 
within 1,000 feet of any wells or drinking water 
sources.  Even for lined concrete washouts, it is 
advisable to locate the facility away from waterbodies 
and drainage paths.  If site constraints make these 

Concrete Washout Area 
Functions   
Erosion Control No 
Sediment Control No 
Site/Material Management Yes 
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setbacks infeasible or if highly permeable soils exist in the area, then the pit must be installed with an 
impermeable liner (16 mil minimum thickness) or surface storage alternatives using prefabricated 
concrete washout devices or a lined aboveground storage area should be used.    

Design details with notes are provided in Detail CWA-1 for pits and CWA-2 for aboveground storage 
areas.  Pre-fabricated concrete washout container information can be obtained from vendors. 

Maintenance and Removal 
A key consideration for concrete washout areas is to ensure that adequate signage is in place identifying 
the location of the washout area.  Part of inspecting and maintaining washout areas is ensuring that 
adequate signage is provided and in good repair and that the washout area is being used, as opposed to 
washout in non-designated areas of the site. 

Remove concrete waste in the washout area, as needed to maintain BMP function (typically when filled to 
about two-thirds of its capacity).  Collect concrete waste and deliver offsite to a designated disposal 
location.  

Upon termination of use of the washout site, accumulated solid waste, including concrete waste and any 
contaminated soils, must be removed from the site to prevent on-site disposal of solid waste.  If the wash 
water is allowed to evaporate and the concrete hardens, it may be recycled. 

 

 

  

  

Photograph CWA-3.  Earthen concrete washout.  Photo 
courtesy of CDOT. 

Photograph CWA-2.  Prefabricated concrete washout.  Photo 
courtesy of CDOT. 
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